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300 Local Authorities —
A Wealth of Information in Decision Making

tCity of Ghent
Change in parking fees

t
District Berchem
Event Berchem Koerst —
road diversion

t
City of Hasselt
Appointment of mayor 
Steven Vandeput



& Companies
Relevant to 
Governments, Civilians 

But the information
is locked away in
non-transparent 
archives . Can we 
change that?

We are building an 
ecosystem based 
on
standards & 
linked open data!



The Goal of our Ecosystem:
Accessible and Reusable
Information

Local Authorities make 
decisions with the same 

Linked Open Data 
Standard

The information is 
published: 

authentic, open & 
linked Specific information 

can be distilled
& reused by anyone

Decisions can be 
referenced & reused

as templates By combining datasets 
we could predict the 

impact decisions have 
before they are made

API:
No double or
manual work!

Did I
hear AI?

ROUTE

Woonzorgcentrum
Hof Van Egmont, Hendrik 
Speecqvest 5, 2800 Mechelen

Parking Grote Markt
Grote Markt 39, 2800 Mechelen

9 MINUTEN

Via Zandpoortvest
Snelste route ondanks
verkeersdrukte.

Snelste weg

Bekijk route

NIET TOEGANKELIJK

Via Bruul

Overige mobiliteit en verkeer: 
Inname openbaar domein

Omlegging

Bekijk besluit

C O L L E G E  V A N  B U R G E M E E S T E R  E N  
S C H E P E N E N  Z I T T I N G  1 3 . 0 5 . 2 0 1 9

Gewoonlijke route niet toegankelijk.

t
Meest optimale route 9 minuten

Bekijk route

t
Omlegging wegens
Vergunning evenement
“Mechelen Culinair”

omlegging

Bekijk besluit

PREDICTIVE
ROUTE PLANNING

DAG

25.05.2019



Linked Templates
Create meeting minutes by using 
smart templates. These templates 
make sure your minutes contain all 
the information needed for 
transparent decision making.

Once you publish the meeting 
minutes, this information 
automatically becomes available for 
reuse in other applications and 
websites.



Information from meeting 
minutes like agendas, 
decisions and the decision-
makers themselves are 
automatically available to 
citizens, supervising 
governments and third 
parties.

http://mandaten.lokaalbestuur.vlaanderen.be
https://leidinggevenden.lokaalbestuur.vlaanderen.be

Reuse of Information today:
available for everyone

http://mandaten.lokaalbestuur.vlaanderen.be/
https://leidinggevenden.lokaalbestuur.vlaanderen.be/
https://leidinggevenden.lokaalbestuur.vlaanderen.be/


Simplifies communication between 
governments & authorities, and allows to 
discover trends & gather insights.

Reuse of Information today:
at the Flemish Government

Find all decisions in 
Flanders including 
the word “face mask”



What Data Do We Have Now: General Information
Meeting Minutes, Agendas, Decisions & Decision-makers



Examples of reuse



Examples of reuse



A G E N C Y  F O R
H O M E  
A F F A I R S

What we could
have in the
future…









Our Dream
2015

Create, publish and reuse Linked Open 
data without additional effort



First trial for first meeting 
after election only with tool 
Agency

First ICT service providers 
investigated the Linked Data 
methodology

20 Linked Data Standards
ratified

Getting all Local Authorities on Board
2018



Making Sure the 
Ecosystem Works

1 We made an open 
source linked data 
decision-editor

2 We support and incentivize
suppliers by validating their 
data output, use and reuse

Fit for basic 
decision making

Embeddable by 
suppliers

Can exchange data 
with suppliers
& third parties

3 We support public & 
private parties to use and 
reuse data

Publicly available 
central datahub

Services



Pilotes started to test the 
editor

First steps of ICT service 
providers to integrate the 
Linked Data methodology

80 Linked Data Standards
ratified

Getting all Local Authorities on Board
2019



30% can publish their 
decisions as linked open 
data
(but not all of them really do)

More ICT service providers 
integrated the Linked Data 
methodology in a more 
mature way

The Flemish Codex 
published as Linked Open 
Data

Early Adopters > Getting all Local Authorities
on Board
2020



Status: March 2020

30% (90 municipalities) can publish linked open 
data
70 % (210 municipalities) can’t publish linked open 
data

22 without software

182 with software but without 
feature for publishing LOD

6 probably with software (but no 
more info)



95% can already publish 
their decisions as linked 
open data

A demand from ICT 
service suppliers for extra 
features and extentions

> 96 Linked Data 
standards ratified and 
adopted

Early Majority> Getting all Local Authorities and more 
sectors on Board 
September 2021



Local authorities who can publish their 
decisions as linked open data
284 municipalities (95%) can publish linked open data
(and most of them actually do)

16 municipalities (5%) can NOT publish linked 
open data



Streamlining processes by putting citizens in control 
of their data, using Solid Data PODs.

A Linked Data (Sensor) Data Space

Flemish COVID-19 resillience plan builds upon [dat-
tech] and the best practices of Linked Data

Linked Data at the core of the Flemish COVID-19 
resilience plan 
2021



Linked Data ‘sparks’



Case
mgt

Value we deliver for society 

Support quality & 
efficiency 

Direct
data exchange

300 local 
governmen

ts

Publication info
& (legal) documents

as Linked Open Data

(LB)LOD 

Citizens, 
organisation

s
& 

companies

##
governments & 

services

Re-usable 
sources

Direct access to and re-
use of relevant authentic 

data
as reference for citizens, 

companies and 
administrations.

Strengthening 
government



We make it possible to 
integrate this information in 
other applications to get closer 
to the citizens of our world.



Get in touch!

The team:

digitaalABB@vlaanderen.be

Our community

https://say-editor.com

https://app.gitbook.com/@abb-

vlaanderen/s/abb/v/english/

#LBLOD

t

Veronique Volders
Digital Solution Manager 
veronique.volders@vlaanderen.
be

t
Raf Buyle
Information Architect 
raf.buyle@vlaanderen.be

mailto:digitaalABB@vlaanderen.be
https://say-editor.com/
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