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Documentation

Normative documentation
• JH - Joint Handbook for the presentation and drafting of acts subject to the Ordinary Legislative Procedure

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/32619/joint-handbook-en-january-2018_2018_01_25_def.pdf

• JPG - Joint Practical Guide for persons involved in the drafting of European Union legislation
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/techleg/KB0213228ENN.pdf

Informative documentation
• ISG - Interinstitutional Style Guide

http://publications.europa.eu/code/en/en-000100.htm

6

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/32619/joint-handbook-en-january-2018_2018_01_25_def.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/techleg/KB0213228ENN.pdf
http://publications.europa.eu/code/en/en-000100.htm


List of document types
• annex

• Commission Staff Working Document

• communication

• corrigendum

• Council briefing

• Council conclusions

• Council internal document

• Council position

• decision

• directive

• EC communication concerning Council position

• EC opinion on EP amendments

• EP consolidated text

• EP legislative resolution

• EP text adopted

• international agreement

• Legislative Financial Statement

• opinion

• proposal for a decision

• proposal for a directive

• proposal for a regulation

• regulation

• statement of Council's reasons
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List of document components
• acting entity

• addressee

• amendment column current

• amendment column proposed

• amendment column title

• amendment heading

• amendment position

• amended document

• amendment

• amendment list

• article

• cell

• chapter

• citation

• closing part

• column

• column header

• date

• deletion

• direct applicability

• distribution

• document category

• EEA relevance

• embedded document

• emblem

• enacting formula

• enacting terms

• EP legislature

• explanatory memorandum

• figure

• heading

• image

• indent

• insertion

• introduction to the recitals

• introductory part

• issuer

• legal basis

• legend

• line of a legend

• logo

• note
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LIST OF DOCUMENT COMPONENTS

• numbered paragraph

• numbering

• original language

• part

• place and date

• point

• preamble

• procedure identifier

• procedure stage

• proposing entity

• quotation

• recital

• reference

• row

• row header

• scientific formula

• section

• signatory

• signature

• subject

• subparagraph

• table

• table of contents

• text of the amendment

• text to be amended

• title

• title of the document

• type of document

• unnumbered paragraph

• version

• working comment
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Vocabulary
A concept may contain other concepts, textual content, graphical content or a mix thereof.

If a concept is concerned by a business rule, there is a link to the rule [BR_nn].

acting entity
Definition

Indicates the name of the acting entity or entities of a document.

Examples

Figure  1.  Regulation 32014R1384

addressee
Definition

Person(s) or entity(ies) to which the document is addressed.

Examples

Figure  2.  Council note (ST 7940/19)
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VOCABULARY

amended document
Definition

In EP texts adopted, a document subject to amendment.

Examples

Figure  3.  P9_TA(2019)0060

amendment
Definition

In EP texts adopted, the complete proposed modification made up of a reference to the type of document to be amended 
and the destination where it is to be applied, the current text and the proposed change.

Examples

Figure  4.  P9_TA(2019)0060

amendment column current
Definition

In EP texts adopted, in an amendment displayed in columns, the left side presenting the current text.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  5.  P9_TA(2019)0060

amendment column proposed
Definition

In EP texts adopted, in an amendment displayed in columns, the right side presenting the proposed amendment to the 
current text.

Examples

Figure  6.  P9_TA(2019)0060

amendment column title
Definition

In EP texts adopted, in an amendment displayed in columns, the title of the current column.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  7.  P9_TA(2019)0060

amendment heading
Definition

In EP texts adopted, heading of an amendment. Usually contains the type of document being amended and the 
destination of the amendment.

Examples

Figure  8.  P9_TA(2019)0060

amendment list
Definition

In EP texts adopted, list of amendments.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  9.  P9_TA(2019)0060

amendment position
Definition

In EP texts adopted, target destination of the amendment in the amended document.

Examples

Figure  10.  P9_TA(2019)0060

annex
[BR_8   BR_19]

Definition
Annexes in the strict sense are used to present material separately from the body of the enacting terms because they are 
voluminous or technical or both (JPG 22.1).
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  11.  Regulation 32017R0625

article
[BR_1   BR_2   BR_3   BR_13]

Definition
Basic unit of the enacting terms of a legal act (JPG 15.4, table).

Examples

Figure  12.  Regulation 32014R1384

cell
Definition

Individual unit, within a table, used for displaying data.

Examples
This concept is not used in the current mark-up.

chapter
[BR_7]

Definition
Indicates a level of higher subdivisions of an act (JPG 15.4).
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  13.  Decision 32013D1313

citation
[BR_12]

Definition
Sets out the legal basis of an act or a main step in the procedure leading to its adoption (JPG 9).

Examples

Figure  14.  Regulation 32014R1384

closing part
[BR_9]

Definition
In a sentence including an enumeration of points or indents, the part following that enumeration.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  15.  Decision 32017D0684

column
Definition

Represents, in a table, a set of related data vertically.

Examples

Figure  16.  Regulation 32014R0223

column header
Definition

Table cell used to indicate the subject of a column.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  17.  Annex IV to Directive 32017L2397

Commission Staff Working Document
[BR_23]

Definition
Informative document, transmitted by the Commission to one or more European Union institutions, that does not require 
approval by the College of Commissioners.

Examples
This concept is not used yet in the current example documents but will be used in future releases.

communication
Definition

Non-binding document of an entity providing information.

Examples
No example document for this document type selected yet.

corrigendum
Definition

A publication in the Official Journal or a document addressing errors in a legal act by presenting the corrections of those 
errors.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  18.  Corrigendum 32018R0848R(05)

Council briefing
Definition

Council internal document containing a compilation of information for the president/chair of a meeting held in the context 
of the work of the Council and its preparatory bodies, or of the European Council. It may contain talking points for the 
president/chair of the meeting.

Examples
This concept is not used yet in the current example documents but will be used in future releases.

Council conclusions
Definition

Document containing conclusions reached by the European Council or by the Council in one of its different configurations.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  19.  Council conclusions 52019XG0605(01) (as published in the OJ, with an annex)

Council internal document
[BR_23]

Definition
Documents produced to support Council decision making process.

Examples

Figure  20.  Council note (ST 7940/19)

Council position
Definition

Council's position at first reading in the framework of the ordinary legislative procedure (Article 294(5) and (6) TFEU).
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  21.  Council position 52013AG0008

date
Definition

Identifies a specific day in time.

Examples

Figure  22.  Regulation 32014R1384

decision
Definition

Legal act of the European Union described in the fourth paragraph of Article 288 TFEU.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  23.  Decision 32013D1313

deletion
Definition

Text deleted from an existing text, either independently, or while replacing a part of a text.

Examples

Figure  24.  Council note (ST 12955/17)

direct applicability
Definition

Corresponds, in regulations, to the special formula used after the final article as regards the binding and directly applicable 
nature.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  25.  Regulation 32014R1384

directive
Definition

Legal act of the European Union specified in Article 288 TFEU.

Examples

Figure  26.  Directive 32015L0254

distribution
Definition

Marking indicating the extent of distribution of a document.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  27.  Council note ST 14389 2017 INIT (excluding annexes)

document category
Definition

Element used to categorise a document.

Examples

Figure  28.  Council position ST 11703/1/13 REV1

EC communication concerning Council position
[BR_23]

Definition
Document from the European Commission providing its position on the Council of the European Union’s amendment(s) in 
the course of the Ordinary Legislative Procedure.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  29.  EC communication concerning Council position 52015PC0354

EC opinion on EP amendments
Definition

Document from the European Commission providing its position on the European Parliament’s amendment(s) in the 
course of the Ordinary Legislative Procedure.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  30.  EC opinion on EP amendments 52011PC0179

EEA relevance
Definition

Indicates that the subject-matter of an act is governed by the Agreement on the European Economic Area (EEA) (JH A, p.1).

26



VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  31.  Decision 32013D1313

embedded document
Definition

Document originating from another body than the acting entity, reproduced fully or partially with its specific layout.

Examples
This concept is not used yet in the current example documents but will be used in future releases.

emblem
Definition

Graphical element identifying an entity.

Examples

Figure  32.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818
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VOCABULARY

enacting formula
Definition

Indicates the text between recitals and enacting terms.

Examples

Figure  33.  Regulation 32014R1384

enacting terms
[BR_13   BR_14]

Definition
Operative part of the act.

Examples

Figure  34.  Regulation 32014R1384

EP consolidated text
Definition

Consolidated version of European Parliament's position after first or second reading in the context of the ordinary 
legislative procedure.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  35.  Text adopted P8_TA(2017)0110

EP legislative resolution
[BR_12   BR_13]

Definition
European Parliament's position on a given draft legislative act.

Examples

Figure  36.  Text adopted P8_TA-PROV(2017)0425

EP legislature
Definition

Indicates the European Parliament legislative term.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  37.  Text adopted P8_TA-PROV(2017)0425

EP text adopted
[BR_15   BR_16]

Definition
Resolution adopted by the European Parliament giving its position in the context of a given procedure.

Examples

Figure  38.  Text adopted P8_TA-PROV(2017)0425
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VOCABULARY

explanatory memorandum
Definition

Document which accompanies all Commission proposals submitted to the Council or to the European Parliament and the 
Council. It explains the context, justifications and foreseen impact of the Commission's proposal based on the different 
stages of the preparatory process.

Examples

Figure  39.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

figure
Definition

Indicates an image supplemented by related text.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  40.  Annex IV to Regulation 32019R1241

heading
Definition

Numbering, accompanied by a term, if any.

Examples

Figure  41.  Regulation 32014R1384

image
Definition

Graphical element depicting an object which may contain alphanumeric data.

Note:  Alphanumeric data contained in an image should always be editable.

Examples

Figure  42.  Regulation 32019R1241
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VOCABULARY

indent
[BR_4   BR_5   BR_17]

Definition
Indicates each element of an enumeration preceded by a dash.

Examples

Figure  43.  Regulation 32013R1380

insertion
Definition

Text inserted or added to an existing text, either independently, or while replacing a part of a text.

Examples

Figure  44.  Council note (ST 12955/17)

international agreement
[BR_10   BR_11]

Definition
Indicates agreements concluded by the European Union with third parties and agreements concluded jointly by the 
Member States and the European Union with third parties.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  45.  International agreement 22016A1203(03)

introduction to the recitals
Definition

Indicates the word ‘whereas’ at the beginning of the statement of the reasons (JPG 10.1).

Examples

Figure  46.  Regulation 32014R1384

introductory part
[BR_4]

Definition
One or more sentences or phrases in the beginning of a paragraph, or of a subparagraph, or of a point, preceding an 
enumeration (of points or indents) and ending with a colon ‘:’.

34



VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  47.  Regulation 32014R1384

issuer
Definition

Person(s) or entity(ies) from which the document originates.

Examples

Figure  48.  Council note (ST 7940/19)

legal basis
Definition

Provision(s) which directly confer competence to adopt the act, whether preceded or not by a general reference to the 
Treaty/ies.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  49.  Regulation 32014R1384

legend
Definition

Text detailing the meaning of the elements of an image, a table or a scientific formula it relates to.

Examples

Figure  50.  Regulation 32017R2395

Legislative Financial Statement
[BR_21   BR_22   BR_23]

Definition
The Legislative Financial Statement provides an estimate of the budgetary impact of operations proposed by the 
Commission (e.g. in a legislative proposal), including administrative, management and support expenses. It also contains 
information which demonstrates that the method of implementation of those operations is consistent with the principles 
of sound financial management and cost-effectiveness and provides a payment schedule.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  51.  Legislative financial statement (proposal for a regulation) 52021PC0723

line of a legend
Definition

In a legend, a description of an individual element.

Examples

Figure  52.  Regulation 32017R2395

logo
Definition

Graphical element identifying an entity consisting of the emblem of the entity complemented by the name of the entity 
(author/proponent).
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  53.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

note
Definition

Consists of additional information giving further explanation/details to the reader.

Examples

Figure  54.  Regulation 32014R1384

numbered paragraph
[BR_1   BR_3   BR_11   BR_13   BR_18]

Definition
Indicates an independent subdivision of an article (JPG 15.4, table).
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  55.  Regulation 32014R1384

numbering
Definition

Indicates the number or letter used for structural identification (JH C.9.3.2., p. 29).

Examples

Figure  56.  Regulation 32014R1384

opinion
Definition

Document adopted, in the context of the ordinary legislative procedure, by an entity expressing its formal views.

Examples
No example document for this document type selected yet.

original language
Definition

The original linguistic version(s) in which the document has been drafted.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  57.  Council position ST 11703/1/13 REV1

part
[BR_7]

Definition
Indicates the highest level of higher subdivisions of an act (JPG 15.4) or of an annex.

Examples

Figure  58.  Regulation 32013R1380
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VOCABULARY

place and date
Definition

Indicates the date of signature for acts adopted in an ordinary legislative procedure, the budget and budget decisions 
adopted by the European Parliament and the Council (JPG 8.6 (4)) or the date of signature of other acts as well as the 
place.

Examples

Figure  59.  Regulation 32014R1384

point
[BR_2   BR_4   BR_5   BR_8   BR_11]

Definition
Indicates each element of an enumeration under a paragraph or a subparagraph (this enumeration being generally 
preceded by an introductory phrase) or the basic unit generally used for the provisions of an annex.

Examples

Figure  60.  Regulation 32014R1384

preamble
[BR_14]

Definition
Part of an act positioned after the title of the act including the citations, the recitals and the solemn forms preceding the 
enacting terms.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  61.  Regulation 32014R1384

procedure identifier
Definition

Unique reference number for interinstitutional procedures.

Examples

Figure  62.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

procedure stage
Definition

Code or full wording indicating the stage of the procedure.

Examples

Figure  63.  Text adopted P8_TA-PROV(2017)0425
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VOCABULARY

proposal for a decision
Definition

Version of a decision as issued by the proposing entity for the consideration of its adoption by the acting entity.

Examples

Figure  64.  Proposal for a decision 52016PC0053

proposal for a directive
Definition

Version of a directive as issued by the proposing entity for the consideration of its adoption by the acting entity.

Examples

Figure  65.  Proposal for a directive 52013PC0824

43



VOCABULARY

proposal for a regulation
Definition

Version of a regulation as issued by the proposing entity for the consideration of its adoption by the acting entity.

Examples

Figure  66.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

proposing entity
Definition

Name of the proponent institution.

Examples

Figure  67.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

quotation
[BR_14]
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VOCABULARY

Definition
Text identified by a specific marking to show that it originates from an external source.

Examples

Figure  68.  Proposal for a directive 52013PC0824

recital
[BR_10]

Definition
Recitals set out concise reasons for the chief provisions of the enacting terms (JPG 10).

Examples

Figure  69.  Regulation 32014R1384

reference
Definition

Identifier assigned to a document by an entity.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  70.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

regulation
Definition

Legal act of the European Union specified in Article 288 TFEU.

Examples

Figure  71.  Regulation 32014R1384

row
Definition

Represents, in a table, a set of related data horizontally.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  72.  Regulation 32014R0223

row header
Definition

Table cell used to indicate the subject of a row.

Examples
In the example documents there is no example of a row header yet.

scientific formula
Definition

Indicates a complex technical or scientific expression.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  73.  Regulation 32017R2395

section
[BR_7]

Definition
Indicates the lowest level of higher subdivisions (JPG 15.4).

Examples

Figure  74.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

signatory
Definition

Information concerning the signing authority/person.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  75.  Regulation 32014R1384

signature
Definition

Includes the place and date of the signature of an act as well as the information about the signatory.

Examples

Figure  76.  Regulation 32014R1384

statement of Council's reasons
Definition

Document accompanying the Council’s position at first reading whereby the Council fully informs the European Parliament 
of the reasons that led it to deviate from the European Parliament’s position and to adopt its own position at first reading.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  77.  Council position 52013AG0008

subject
[BR_8]

Definition
Terms reflecting the essential topic of the subdivision of text they precede.

Examples

Figure  78.  Regulation 32014R1384

subparagraph
[BR_3   BR_8   BR_18]

Definition
Indicates the first level of an unnumbered subdivision of a numbered paragraph, point or indent, where there are at least 
two of such elements of subdivision. A single subparagraph is consequently not marked-up.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  79.  Decision 32013D1313

table
[BR_24]

Definition
Indicates an arrangement of data in rows and columns, possibly preceded by a heading.

Examples

Figure  80.  Regulation 32014R0223

table of contents
Definition

In Commission Staff Working Documents and Council documents, list of headings and subjects of a document, presented 
in the order in which they appear.

Examples
This concept is not used yet in the current example documents but will be used in future releases.

text of the amendment
[BR_6]
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VOCABULARY

Definition
Text to be inserted in the act to be amended in accordance with an amending instruction referring to insertion, addition or 
replacement.

Examples

Figure  81.  Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

text to be amended
[BR_6]

Definition
Text in the act to be amended.

Examples

Figure  82.  Corrigendum 32018R0848R(05)

title
[BR_7]

Definition
Indicates in long and highly structured texts the grouping of higher subdivisions (JPG 15.4, p. 28).
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  83.  Regulation 32013R1380

title of the document
Definition

The title of the document comprises all the information in the heading of the document which serves to identify it (JPG 
7.1).

Examples

Figure  84.  Regulation 32014R1384

type of document
Definition

Indication of the type of document.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  85.  Regulation 32014R1384

unnumbered paragraph
[BR_1   BR_18]

Definition
Indicates the sole element or a non-independent element of an article (JPG 15.4, table) or exceptionally an element of an 
annex.

Examples

Figure  86.  Regulation 32014R1384

version
Definition

Indicates the version of the document.
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VOCABULARY

Examples

Figure  87.  Opinion 52011PC0179

working comment
[BR_20]

Definition
Technical indication about the text

Examples

Figure  88.  Proposal for a council regulation 52019PC0483
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Example documents analysed
1. Regulation 32014R1384

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R1384&rid=1

2. Proposal for a regulation 52016PC0818

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016PC0818&rid=1

3. Decision 32013D1313

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013D1313&rid=1

4. Regulation 32013R1380

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013R1380&rid=1

5. Directive 32015L0254

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015L0254&rid=1

6. Proposal for a directive 52013PC0824

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52013PC0824&rid=1

7. Proposal for a decision 52016PC0053

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016PC0053&rid=1

8. EC opinion on EP amendments 52011PC0179

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52011PC0179&rid=1

9. EC communication concerning Council position 52015PC0354

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52015PC0354&rid=1

10. Text adopted P8_TA-PROV(2017)0425

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/provisoire/2017/11-14/0425/P8_TA-
PROV(2017)0425_EN.pdf

11. Regulation 32013R1291

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013R1291&rid=1

12. Decision 32017D0684

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017D0684&rid=1

13. Regulation 32014R0254

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0254&rid=1

14. International agreement 22016A1203(03)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22016A1203(03)&from=EN

15. Regulation 32017R2393

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R2393&from=EN

16. Regulation 32017R2393 Annex I

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R2393&from=EN

17. Directive 32017L1564

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017L1564&from=EN

18. Annex II to Regulation 32017R0625

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R0625&from=EN

19. Annex XVI to Regulation 32017R0745

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R0745&from=EN

20. Annex II to Regulation 32014R0223

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014R0223&from=EN

21. Annex IV to Directive 32017L2397

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017L2397&from=EN

22. Council position 52013AG0008

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52011AG0008&from=EN
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23. Annex IX to Regulation 32018R0858

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R0858&from=EN

24. Annex IV to Regulation 32017R0852

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017R0852&from=EN

25. Annex II to Regulation 32017R0746

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R0746&from=EN

26. Annex IV to Regulation 32016R0425

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32016R0425&from=EN

27. Annex to Directive 32017L2103

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017L2103&qid=1569911181133&from=EN

28. Regulation 32017R2395

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R2395&qid=1570446371496&from=EN

29. Annex IV to Regulation 32019R1241

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1241&qid=1570446371496&from=EN

30. Text adopted P8_TA(2017)0110

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/definitif/2017/04-05/0110/
P8_TA(2017)0110_EN.pdf

31. Text adopted P8_TA(2018)0180

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/definitif/2018/04-19/0180/
P8_TA(2018)0180_EN.pdf

32. Corrigendum 32018R0848R(05)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/definitif/2018/04-19/0180/
P8_TA(2018)0180_EN.pdf

33. Council position ST 11703/1/13 REV1

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/register/en/content/out?&typ=ENTRY&i=ADV&DOC_ID=ST-11703-2013-REV-1

34. Statement of the Council's reasons 52017AG0006(02)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/
CELEX_52017AG0006%2802%29_EN_TXT.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1588858208483&api=v2

35. Statement of the Council's reasons ST 11382/2/17 REV2 ADD1

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST_11382_2_17.REV2ADD1.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588858208493&api=v2

36. Council note (ST 7940/19)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/st07940.en19.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588597171031&api=v2

37. Council note ST 14389 2017 INIT (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST%2014389%202017%20INIT.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588597171039&api=v2

38. Council note ST 12955 2017 INIT (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST%2012955%202017%20INIT.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588597171049&api=v2

39. Council note ST 6618 2017 INIT (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST%206618%202017%20INIT.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588597171054&api=v2

40. Council note ST 11583/17 (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/st11583.en17.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588597171058&api=v2

41. Council note ST 12091/3/19 Rev3 (excluding annexes)

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12091-2019-REV-3/en/pdf

42. Council note ST 8883 2018 INIT (excluding annexes)
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https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12091-2019-REV-3/en/pdf
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST%208883%202018%20INIT.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588605946407&api=v2

43. Council working document ST 5623/3/20 (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/st05623-re03.en20.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588605946415&api=v2

44. Council note ST 9739 2016 REV 2 (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST%209739%202016%20REV
%202.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1588605946425&api=v2

45. Council note ST 9355/17 (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/st09355.en17.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1588605946420&api=v2

46. Council note ST 14010 2017 REV 1 (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST%2014010%202017%20REV
%201.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1588605946431&api=v2

47. Council note ST 7207/18 (excluding annexes)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST%207207%202018%20INIT%20_
%20part%20of%20act%20in%20annex.pdf?version=2&modificationDate=1617028828535&api=v2

48. Council conclusions ST 14860/19 (annexed to the Council internal document)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/st14860.en19.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1592573554445&api=v2

49. Council conclusions ST 172018/EUCO17/18 (annexed to the Council internal document)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/ST_17_2018_EUCO.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1592573574735&api=v2

50. Council conclusions ST 14594/19 (annexed to the Council internal document)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/st14594.en19.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1592573554453&api=v2

51. Council conclusions ST 115151/19 (annexed to the Council internal document)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/st15151.en19.pdf?
version=1&modificationDate=1592814867002&api=v2

52. Council conclusions 52019XG0605(01) (as published in the OJ, with an annex)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1592464266302&uri=CELEX:52019XG0605(01)

53. EP text adopted with stand-alone legislative resolution P9_TA-PROV(2020)0184

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/provisoire/2020/07-09/0184/P9_TA-
PROV(2020)0184_EN.pdf

54. EP text adopted with stand-alone legislative resolution P9_TA(2020)0184

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/definitif/2020/07-09/0184/
P9_TA(2020)0184_EN.pdf

55. EP text adopted with legislative resolution and list of amendments, provisional edition P9_TA-PROV(2019)0060

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/CoV_DLV20_1.32_P9_TA-PROV
%282019%290060_EN.pdf?api=v2

56. EP text adopted with legislative resolution and list of amendments, final edition P9_TA(2019)0060

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2019-0060_EN.pdf

57. Council Regulation 32020R0123

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0123

58. Council Directive 32020L1756

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020L1756

59. Council Internal Document st09374-en20

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/CoV%20DLV20%201.38%20Council
%20internal%20document%20with%20draft%20decision%20st09374.en20.docx?api=v2

60. Proposal for a council_decision 52021PC0354

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0354
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/CoV%20DLV20%201.38%20Council%20internal%20document%20with%20draft%20decision%20st09374.en20.docx?api=v2
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0354


EXAMPLE DOCUMENTS ANALYSED

61. Proposal for a council_decision 52020PC0070

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0070

62. Proposal for a council directive 52020PC0360

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0360

63. Proposal for a council regulation 52019PC0483

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52019PC0483

64. Council decision 32021D1249

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021D1249

65. Council decision 32020D1512

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020D1512

66. Annex to a Council note with fragment of a bill

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/CoV_DLV21_1.07_ST
%2012955%202017%20INIT.pdf?api=v2

67. Legislative financial statement (proposal for a regulation) 52021PC0723

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0723

68. Council Working Document (Fragment of a bill) SN 9876222 REV 2

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/download/attachments/442509541/CoV
%20DLV22%201.05%20fragment%20of%20a%20bill_SN%209876222%20REV%202.docx?api=v2

69. Council Directive 32015L2060

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32015L2060

70. Proposal for a Council Directive 52015PC0129 council_directive st07373.en15

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52015PC0129

71. Proposal for a Council Decision 52021PC0643

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0643

72. Council Decision with a Decision as annex 32021D0443

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021D0443
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Business rules index
• BR_1  (Concerns: article, numbered paragraph, unnumbered paragraph)

An article is composed of at least one paragraph. When there is only one paragraph, it is unnumbered. When it is 
composed of at least two paragraphs, they can be numbered or unnumbered.

• BR_2  (Concerns: article, point)
By way of exception, in the article on definitions and in amending provisions, if there is more than one definition or 
amendment, the numbering of points starts with Arabic numerals within brackets for the first level.

• BR_3  (Concerns: article, numbered paragraph, subparagraph)
When, among several paragraphs, one is numbered, the other paragraphs are also numbered. The numbered 
paragraphs can have subparagraphs that are always unnumbered.

• BR_4  (Concerns: indent, introductory part, point)
A list is a succession of at least two points or indents preceded by an introductory part.

• BR_5  (Concerns: indent, point)
Indents are used after the third level of points.

• BR_6  (Concerns: text of the amendment, text to be amended)
In amending acts, text of the amendment or text to be amended is enclosed between quotation marks. Quotation 
marks do not form part of the text of the amendment or of the text to be amended.

• BR_7  (Concerns: chapter, part, section, title)
Usage of the higher subdivisions varies according to drafting needs, only the hierarchy of subdivisions is fixed.

• BR_8  (Concerns: annex, point, subject, subparagraph)
In annexes, subparagraphs are used to structure text belonging to the same point. However, the first subparagraph 
can be designated as the subject of the current point. Following the same approach, the content of a point followed 
by points at lower level can be designated as a subject.

• BR_9  (Concerns: closing part)
'Sandwich' constructions in enumerations using a closing part should be avoided.

• BR_10  (Concerns: international agreement, recital)
In international agreements, recitals are not numbered but the first word or expression in each recital is capitalized.

• BR_11  (Concerns: international agreement, numbered paragraph, point)
In international agreements, certain paragraphs are used in a similar way as independent points in annexes.

• BR_12  (Concerns: citation, EP legislative resolution)
In EP legislative resolutions, citations start with a dash.

• BR_13  (Concerns: article, enacting terms, EP legislative resolution, numbered paragraph)
In EP legislative resolutions, enacting terms contain no article. Instead, numbered paragraphs indicate independent 
subdivisions, which can be, rarely, further sub-divided.

• BR_14  (Concerns: enacting terms, preamble, quotation)
Quotations shall not be used in the enacting terms nor in the preamble. The only exception would be in the recitals, 
where they are to be avoided as much as possible.

• BR_15  (Concerns: EP text adopted)
In a European Parliament Adopted Text, when an agreement is reached between the institutions, the consolidated 
text accompanying the legislative resolution of the Parliament might be abridged.

• BR_16  (Concerns: EP text adopted)
When an EP Adopted Text comprises an EP Consolidated Text, it has to be considered as a special annex to the 
Adopted Text that cannot be separated of it.

• BR_17  (Concerns: indent)
In documents other than legal acts, the sign used to start an indent can be a dash or a bullet.

• BR_18  (Concerns: numbered paragraph, subparagraph, unnumbered paragraph)
In documents other than legal acts or in international agreements, paragraphs and subparagraphs can be 
composed of an enumeration of points or indents, without an introductory part.

• BR_19  (Concerns: annex)
In legal acts, an annex to an annex is an appendix.

• BR_20  (Concerns: working comment)
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A working comment is always wrapped between an opening and a closing square bracket or an opening and a 
closing curly bracket. The text of the document to which the working comment refers to may also appear between 
those opening and closing square brackets/curly brackets. The closing square bracket/curly bracket, however, is 
always placed just after the working comment.

• BR_21  (Concerns: Legislative Financial Statement)
In a Legislative Financial Statement, a checkbox may contain other checkboxes; and a checkbox may be preceded by 
an indent (i.e. a dash: "–").

• BR_22  (Concerns: Legislative Financial Statement)
In a Legislative Financial Statement, a group of checkboxes may be preceded by an introductory text.

• BR_23  (Concerns: Commission Staff Working Document, Council internal document, EC communication concerning 
Council position, Legislative Financial Statement)

In some EC documents (legislative statement, Staff Working Documents, communications) and some internal 
Council documents, some parts of the document may appear outlined in a text box.

• BR_24  (Concerns: table)
Forms are rendered in a table.
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